
  

 

California Jack 
Rank of Cards 

A (high), K, Q, J, 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2. 

The Deal 

Deal cards either one or three at a time, beginning with the opponent, until each player has six cards. 
The remaining cards are squared and turned face up in the center of the table, serving as a stock. The 
top card is the trump suit for that deal. 

The Play  

The player on the dealer's left leads. The card led loses the trick to a higher card of the same suit or to 
a trump, but wins the trick otherwise. The winner of each trick leads next. The second player to each 
trick must either follow suit or trump, if possible. If unable to follow suit or trump, he may play any 
card. 

The winner of each trick draws the top card of the stock, and the loser takes the next card. Since the 
top card of the stock is always exposed, an object of play frequently is to win or lose a trick depending 
on whether the player wishes to draw the top card of the stock or take a chance on what the next card 
will be. When the stock is exhausted, the last six cards of each player's hand are played out until all 
cards have been played. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


